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REASONABLENESS OF PEACE MEASURES. 

Persons unacquainted with the expedients we propose 
for the prevention of war, are inclined to look upon the 
cause of Peace as something quite deficient in common 
sense, as visionary and impracticable. Nothing could well 
be farther from the truth. The lack of common sense is far 
more chargeable on the custom of war. It is a burlesque 
and libel on common sense, while Peace urges in its stead 
the adoption of such rational expedients as all men in their 
coolest moments must commend. 

Take our expedient of Arbitration as a preventive of war. 
The Peace Congress, convened at Paris in 1856 by the lead- 
ing governments of Europe to terminate the Crimean War. 
took occasion to recommend, as a general rule, that nations 
resort in the first instance to some form of reference instead 
of an appeal to the sword for the settlement of their misun - 
derstandings ; and the first Peace Convention in London, 
thirteen years before, had proposed " the incorporation in 
every treaty a clause binding the parties to adjust whatever 
differences may arise between them, not by the sword, but 
by reference to umpires mutually chosen, and agree to abide 
by their decision, or to claim, if dissatisfied, enly the privi- 
lege of renewing or changing the reference." Is there in 
the custom of war any degree of fairness or goodness com- 
parable to such an expedient as this ? 

Now, to such a substitute, what objection can be urged ? 
It relinquishes no right It sacrifices no interest It would 
startle few, if any prejudices. It can offend neither the 
strong nor the moderate peace-man, neither the Quaker nor 
the warrior. It is adapted to the present state of the world, 
and consistent alike with the precepts of Christianity, and 
the dictates of sound policy ; a measure level to the com- 
prehension of all, and commending itself to their common 
sense as simple, feasible, and likely to prove successful. 

Nor is the principle new, but as old as human society. 
It lies at the bottom of every trial in our courts. We often 
find the wisest and best men preferring it in their own case 
even to a regular course of hw ; and we merely ask nations 
to use the same degree of justice, candor and good sense in 
adjusting their difficulties, that individuals do in theirs. 
Can they not do so ? Will they never do so ? If they will, 
and will weave the principle into the uniform, permanent 
practice of nations, it must in time put an end to the entire 
war-system. 



THE HIBED ASSASSIN. 

Everybody in Massachusetts fifty years old remembers 
well what was called " the Salem Tragedy " of 1826. 
Joseph and Francis Enapp, distant relatives of a rich old 
gentleman in Salem by the name of White, instigated 
Richard Crowninshield, by the offer of a thousand dollars 
of the plunder, to kill the old man, and seize his treasures. 
Crowninshield, entering the hou3e of his victim at mid- 
night, and creeping softly up stairs to the room where he 
was sleeping, struck him over the head with a bludgeon, 
and then turning down the clothes, stabbed him several 
times in the heart with a dagger. Every body called him 
a hired assassin ; and he would have been hung as an 
atrocious murderer, if he had not in his prison hung him- 
self. The two Knapps were tried, convicted and hung for 
hiring Crowinshield to assassinate Mr. White. 

Here is a clear case of hired assassination ; and where- 
in does it differ from the profession of a soldier ? Doubtless 
there is some difference ; but in what does it consist, and 
to what does it amount? Uow far are the two professions 
or acts alike ? 

Let us look at the facts. Here is a nation of ten, twenty 
or fifty millions, that hire you as one of their soldiers to 
kill whomsoever they may wish to have killed. The nation, 
indignant that the Chinese spurn their opium, or that the 
Afghans reject their favorite ruler, or that the Seminoles 
will not give up their lands, the inheritance of fifty genera- 
tions, to some avaricious white men, order you to go and 
kill them, burn their dwellings, and butcher, without dis- 
tinction or mercy, thousands of unoffending men, women 
and children. 

We see now the facts in the two cases ; and what is the 
difference ? The deed is the same, except that in one case 
a single man was killed, and in the other thousands, or 
scores of thousands. The motive, too, is essentially the 

same with the employers, self-aggrandizement ; with the 

hired agents, pay. The difference, for there is some, will 
not redound much to the soldier's credit over the assassin. 
The soldier hires himself to millions of men called a nation ; 
Crowninshield hired himself to only two men. The soldier 
hires himself out to kill whomsoever the nation may wish to 
have killed at any time ; the assassin- engaged to do a 
specified act, to kill a tingle man at a given time, and that 
man named beforehand. The soldier is hired to kill by the 
month or year ; the assassin was hired by the job. The 



